A comparison between imipenem and metronidazole prophylaxis against sepsis following appendicectomy.
A single preoperative dose of imipenem/cilastatin was compared with metronidazole for the prevention of infectious sequelae following emergency appendicectomy. Patients with established sepsis received in addition 72 h of either intravenous imipenem or ampicillin, gentamicin and metronidazole postoperatively. Two hundred and sixty-eight patients were studied. Wound infection rate in low-risk patients was 9% for metronidazole and 8% for imipenem. When sepsis was already established intraperitoneally the wound infection rate was 24% for the triple therapy regimen and 8% for imipenem. There was no statistically significant difference between the infection rates in the two groups of treatment whatever the state of the appendix, but there was a trend in favour of imipenem in those patients with a perforated appendix.